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A Los Angeles Times bestseller, "Iraq in a Nutshell" has helped readers understand how Saddam

Hussein became so powerful in Iraq, why the Kurds and Shi&#x92;ites have become such important

players in the creation of a post-Saddam government, how Iraq&#x92;s oil reserves have affected

international politics and why the world was so divided in its support or criticism of U.S. involvement

in the Middle East country. The second edition of "Iraq in a Nutshell" also includes short,

easy-to-read chapters explaining post-war insurgency; the controversy over Iraq&#x92;s purported

development of Weapons of Mass Destruction and the transfer of power from the U.S.-led Coalition

Provisional Government to the interim government led by Prime Minister Iyad Allawi.
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As entertaining as it is informative. -- David Pecchia, Freelance Reviewer

Amanda Roraback is the author of the "Nutshell Notes" book series that includes "Afghanistan in a

Nutshell," "Iraq in a Nutshell," (both LA Times Bestsellers), "Islam in a Nutshell," "Pakistan in a

Nutshell" and "Israel-Palestine in a Nutshell." Roraback has received a Bachelors and Masters

degree in history and completed three years of work towards a PhD. degree in Soviet history at

UCLA. Amanda, who has traveled to more than 40 countries including Lithuania, China, Cuba and

the Middle East, is also a public speaker on a number of international topics.



Ms. Roraback's "Iraq in a Nutshell" as well as her entire Nutshell Note series should be required

reading in our Public Schools. Ms. Rorabacks' written work will "open the eyes " of readers wishing

to learn and experience the present middle east including information regarding its origin, social and

cultural way of life. The "Iraq in a Nutshell" book is extremely organized, professional and

informative. Ms. Roraback has a profound way of sharing information while being completely

objective both politically and religiously . Our present perceptions of the middle east are generally

based on both myth and strero-type. Ms. Roraback has managed to show us a new a clear image of

a people and land we know little about. I highly recommended this reading. Daniel Burke, Los

Angeles, Ca.

I am amazed at how clearly, concisely, and objectively this book explains the complex history and

politics of Iraq in just 60 pages! As a high school history teacher I strongly recommend this book for

every household, classroom, and White House bookshelf.
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